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Teacher-parent interviews
Overview:
James and Margaret are talking about the teacher-parent interview. This event usually takes place once a term (in primary schools) or once a year (in secondary schools). In the teacher-parent interview, parents or those with parental responsibility for children discuss with the class teacher their child’s progress, and any problems or difficulties are raised. 
Language level:
Entry 3

Teaching ideas:

· Devise a listening comprehension activity based around the recording. Perhaps focus on the purpose of the teacher-parent interview; the topic of Margaret’s discussion with the teacher; Margaret’s stance and attitude towards the interview (as a step-parent). 

· Discuss the teacher-parent interview with your students, some of whom may have attended one. What did they talk about? Did they find it easy to discuss their child’s progress? What did they find difficult? 
· Focus on the highlighted vocabulary and chunks of language (see notes). 
Transcript 

	No.
	speaker
	conversation
	notes

	1. 
	James:
	Hi Margaret
	

	2. 
	Margaret:
	Hi 
	

	3. 
	James:
	We’re going to have a quick chat about teacher parent interviews
	A quick chat: meaning? 

	4. 
	Margaret:
	OK
	

	5. 
	James:
	At schools um can you tell me what they are when they happen and why 
	

	6. 
	Margaret:
	They usually happen once a term at the end of term and it’s an opportunity for teachers to report back on the progress of students for parents to ask any questions they have about their child’s progress
	Language pattern: an opportunity for someone to do something

	7. 
	James:
	And you’ve been to these as a 
	

	8. 
	Margaret:
	As a step-parent yeah 
	Step-parent/parent-in-law/foster parent/adoptive parent ...

	9. 
	James:
	As a step-parent + 
	

	10. 
	Margaret:
	so I went to find out about my step-son’s progress
	

	11. 
	James:
	And what was the sort of the topic of the discussion what did you and the parent and the teacher all talk about 
	

	12. 
	Margaret:
	Um it was seemed to be very generic at the time I didn’t feel you actually got a lot of detailed information at the time my step-son must have been five or six
	What does Margaret mean by ‘very generic’? 

	13. 
	James:
	So that’s year one 
	

	14. 
	Margaret:
	Yeah 
	

	15. 
	James:
	Year one of primary school
	

	16. 
	Margaret:
	Yeah 
	

	17. 
	James:
	mhm
	

	18. 
	Margaret:
	And I probably asked more questions because I was concerned about the fact that he was struggling rea- to to read and that although there’s a lot of kids at that age who can’t read he inverts his letters a lot 
	Language pattern: to struggle to do something

	19. 
	James:
	mmm
	

	20. 
	Margaret:
	Um and he also does it when he’s speaking 
	

	21. 
	James:
	Right 
	

	22. 
	Margaret:
	um
	

	23. 
	James:
	so for example bad and dab
	

	24. 
	Margaret:
	Sometimes or he’d get words that like instead of saying Bagpuss he’d say Pussbag [laughs] which is is really really cute but he’d do it on other things 
	

	25. 
	James:
	Yeah 
	

	26. 
	Margaret:
	Or he did he was slower at learning to enunciate words 
	

	27. 
	James:
	mmm
	

	28. 
	Margaret:
	um and I didn’t think they a the school was actually taking it seriously
	To take something seriously

	29. 
	James:
	And at the interview with the teacher did you feel that this was something that you could easily talk about was this the sort of issue that could be raised
	To raise an issue

	30. 
	Margaret:
	I did but I think I had a different perspective because I’ve been the teacher who’s also done the parent-teacher interview 
	

	31. 
	James:
	mmm
	

	32. 
	Margaret:
	so I think I maybe had a different way of approaching it because I knew the kinds of questions that I would expect a parent to ask being a teacher
	

	33. 
	James:
	Mmm
	

	34. 
	Margaret:
	So I didn’t have any concerns about asking them however I did feel like I was treated differently because I was a step-parent and not a parent 
	

	35. 
	James:
	How so 
	

	36. 
	Margaret:
	Um because my step-son went to a Catholic school so there’s a com- complete avoidance of the fact that children might come from um a family a blended family 
	What does Margaret mean by ‘a blended family’? 

	37. 
	James:
	Yeah 
	

	38. 
	Margaret:
	so you might have divorced parents step-parents but it’s very much treated like there’s mum and there’s dad and nobody else exists
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