 Title:


Talking about football
Overview:
John asks Michael, a lifelong Leeds United supporter, what he thinks about Manchester United winning their eighteenth Championship title.
Language level:
E3
Teaching ideas:
Asking questions; asking for opinions; talking about sport; being a fan—talking about why we support one sportsperson/ team and are against another.

Language:  What do you think about…? Why is there…? Is it…? Is there…? I think… I suppose… my first reaction… It’s because… No, I don’t think so… That’s a good question. I’ve never really thought about that. Maybe.  I guess… 


History: Look at some of the images provided and discuss the influence of the past on the present, for example, the War of the Roses which divided Yorkshire and Lancaster, and if this ancient rivalry is passed down to future generations, however subconsciously:  Leeds United in Yorkshire and Manchester United in Lancashire.

The Wars of the Roses were a series of bloody dynastic civil wars between supporters of the rival houses of Lancaster and York, for the throne of England. They are generally accepted to have been fought in several spasmodic episodes between 1455 and 1487 (although there was related fighting both before and after this period.) The war ended with the victory of the Lancastrian Henry Tudor, who founded the House of Tudor which subsequently ruled England and Wales for 116 years.

See: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wars_of_the_Roses 

All images from:
http://commons.wikimedia.org/ 
Transcript 
	No.
	speaker
	conversation

	1. 
	John:
	What d’you think about Man U winning the eighteenth Championship 

	2. 
	Michael:
	Er, well. Er mI think as a Leeds supporter I think my first reaction is horror because er although they were the best team I think I think as a Leeds supporter we never like to see Manchester United winning football games but I think that the way that they play football erm means that they really deserve it, they’ve got the best team. And the best squad. And they’ve already won two or three.

	3. 
	John:
	Why is there such hostility between Leeds and Manchester

	4. 
	Michael:
	Er, well. Er I think hopefully that hostility doesn’t er go beyond erm reason so it’s just I suppose that they’re er next to each other, more or less. They’re two big cities in the North of England. And the football team represents the area in some way. If you live in Leeds it’s because also I think you should support the team where you grew up or near where you were born and I think it comes to represent areas, people  who live in areas and I think providing it’s just sport and it doesn’t go beyond that then it’s OK.

	5. 
	John:
	Is it a Lancashire Yorkshire thing?

	6. 
	Michael:
	Maybe a Lancashire Yorkshire thing, yeh.



	7. 
	John:
	Is there the same level of hostility between Leeds and Liverpool, Leeds and Man City, Leeds and Bolton. 

	8. 
	Michael:
	No, I don’t think so. That’s a good question actually. I’ve never really thought about that. I’ve never really thought about that. 

	9. 
	John:
	Is it historical (OVERLAPS) I remember when I was at u- when I first came to Leeds the two biggest teams in the country were Leeds United and Man United.

	10. 
	Michael:
	Yes, maybe I guess they were traditionally two very big teams but then again you’ve got teams like Liverpool which are historically very big but …yeh but that’s interesting. I never really thought about that. Maybe it’s the size of the city or something. 


Leeds United, Elland Road
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Old Trafford, Manchester United
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Lancashire rose
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Yorkshire rose
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Yorkshire and Lancashire teas
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Old Yorkshire, 1086
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Counties of England in the year 1086, as documented in the Doomsday Book, after the Norman Conquest. The English counties were divided into several "circuits". This one features Yorkshire, Lincolnshire, Rutland, Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire. Note that Lancashire did not exist yet and the area was simply "Yorkshire" at this point; this is because Yorkshire was originally a successor to the Viking Kingdom of Jorvik which covered a wide area.
War of the roses
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Representation of the apocryphal scene in the Temple Garden in Henry VI Part 1, where supporters of the rival factions pick red and white roses
The Wars of the Roses were a series of bloody dynastic civil wars between supporters of the rival houses of Lancaster and York, for the throne of England. They are generally accepted to have been fought in several spasmodic episodes between 1455 and 1487 (although there was related fighting both before and after this period.) The war ended with the victory of the Lancastrian Henry Tudor, who founded the House of Tudor which subsequently ruled England and Wales for 116 years.
See: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wars_of_the_Roses 
Football hooliganism
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http://www.football-hooligans.org/ 
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