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Section 9: Housing
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2bed flar, k & b,
available now,

£650 pem
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2.
Match the words with the description:


	Hostel
	Where people live for a short time.

	Temporary accommodation
	One person living in one room.

	Single room
	For holidays or for a short time.

	Double room
	A lot of people (often young people)

living together.

	Hotel
	Two people sharing a room.


3.
I live in a hostel at the moment.


I am looking for a small flat or a large single room.

4.
I live in a basement flat with my family.


We are looking for a house with 3 bedrooms.


Terms and what they mean










In your groups decide what the following abbreviations and descriptions mean and answer 

the questions.



1.
How many rooms does it have?

2.
How many bedrooms does it have and how big are they?

3.
Does it have a bath?

4.
How is the house heated?

5.
Would you have to decorate it or buy any furniture?

6.
How much do you have to pay each month? 

7.
Can you rent it if you are on Income Support?

8.
Who do you need to contact if you want to rent it?



Answer the questions. If you don’t know the answer, say “I don’t know.”

1.
How many bedrooms has it got?

2.
Has it got a bathroom?

3.
What kind of heating has it got?

4.
Are the bedrooms double or single?

5.
What is included with the rent?

When you read an advert, it is important to notice what the advert tells you. It is also very 

important to notice what the advert doesn’t tell you, so you can ask questions.

Practise asking questions 3–5 above.

Prepare questions about:

· furniture;

· garden;

· type of building (for example terraced house, tower block);

· anything else you can think of.







Read the statements by the people above.

1.
Which person lives in temporary accommodation?

2.
Which people do you think pay rent?

3.
Which people probably have a mortgage?

4.
Which people do you think share facilities in their home? 

5.
Which person has a landlord or landlady?

· What is the difference between a lodger and a tenant? Look at C and D above. Which one is a lodger and which one is a tenant?

· What is the difference between freehold and leasehold? Which one means you own the building and the land? Which one means you own a building or part of it for a specific length of time, but pay ground rent to someone who owns the land?


1.
Look at these types of accommodation:

· Privately rented

· Council housing

· Private ownership

· Hostel

Which are easiest to find? Which are cheapest? What are the advantages and 

disadvantages of each one?

2.
How does the system of housing in the UK compare with other countries you know?

· In other countries, do people normally buy or rent?

· If people buy, what age are they normally?

· Do people usually live with families or not?

· Is housing as expensive as it is in the UK?

3.
What do you prefer?

· What sort of home do you live in now? What do you like about it and what do you find problematic?

· What do you hope to find in the future?


Flat mates


Jane is a vegetarian, but she doesn’t mind living with meat-eaters. However, she hates cigarette smoke.

Abraham is allergic to cats. He has his own car and is concerned about having a place to park it.

Carla is extremely clean and tidy. She doesn’t smoke or drink and is an ‘early morning’ person.

Sonia works in a bar. She normally works until 2 in the morning and comes home about 5 a.m.

David loves animals. He is a vegetarian.

Jason smokes and likes to stay out late. He is not very tidy.




· Choose one of the people on p. 231 and decide which adverts they could investigate further and which they should not consider.


Questionnaire

	People who:
	Like
	Don’t like
	Don’t mind (no strong feelings)

	Smoke
	
	
	

	Drink alcohol
	
	
	

	Eat meat
	
	
	

	Get up early and go to bed early
	
	
	

	Come home late at night
	
	
	

	Play loud music
	
	
	

	Have the TV on all the time
	
	
	


Talk about yourself:

· What kind of music do you like?

· What kind of TV programmes do you like?

· What kind of food do you like to eat at home?

· Are you a tidy person?


























































































































Unfurnished room in


friendly house. No pets,


no smokers.





Room to let in very clean detached house with


off-road parking.





Wanted. Male or female


to share house with


4 vegetarians. Own room.





Available now. Comfortable rooms in shared house


for non-smokers.





Double room in shared house.


10 minutes walk to town


centre. Female preferred.





House share.


Professional person required 


to share house with owner. 


Must like pets. Well-decorated house, beautiful garden.





Work with a friend. Imagine you share a flat and there is a room for a third person. Discuss what kind of person you are looking for. What is important to you in choosing this person?





Write your own advert.





Interview people who reply to your advert.





9.4





Sharing a flat





9.4





Sharing a flat





Choose one person, and consider each of the others as possible flat mates for him or her.  Decide if you think they would possibly, probably or definitely not get on if they lived in the same house. Give your opinion, for example:





‘David and Abraham might get on together’.





9.4





Sharing a flat





9.3





Types of accommodation





9.3





Types of accommodation





What type of buildings are these?





Is one of them similar to the place where you live now?





Are they similar to or different from the homes in the country you come from?





9.3





Types of accommodation





Make your own advert. Make sure you give some information and leave out 


some information.





Ask questions about someone else’s advert. Make sure the questions are about information that is not in the advert.





9.2





Renting








Kettering


             


*1 bedrm first floor flat in good condition


*lounge


*kitchen


*dble bedrm


*bthrm with shower


*elec. storage heating


*unfurnished


*Students and DSS welcome





£310 pcm





Jones’ Estates & Lettings Agency   070 444888





9.2





Renting





NEW!





Leicester











High Street











*3 bed terrace











*GCH











*Small garden to the rear











*Available now








£475 pcm





Smith’s Residential Lettings 0116 011223





The amount of rent 


you must pay per calendar month





It’s empty and you can move in now





Garden at the back of the house





Gas central heating





Three-bedroomed house in a row of houses





It has not been                                                                   advertised before





Who to contact








9.2





Renting





1.	Look at the diagram of a house. Mark:





the first floor flat;


the basement flat;


the second floor flat;


the ground floor flat.





9.1





Accommodation
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