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Section 5: The United Kingdom in Europe, the Commonwealth and the United Nations
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Test your knowledge – work alone or with a partner

1.
The Head of the Commonwealth is: 
a.
Tony Blair 



b. 
Kofi Annan



c.
Queen Elizabeth II

2.
The United Nations Organisation was formed in:  
a.
1953  



b.
1945 



c. 
1900

3.
The Commonwealth consists at present 
a.
53 


of …….  member countries:                                     
b.
73 



c. 
93
4.
The number of new countries joining the 
a.
8


EU in 2004 was:                       
b.
12



c.
10

5.
The UN headquarters is in:        
a.
Brussels  



b.
New York 



c. 
Geneva

6.
The person who investigates problems 
a.
the Ombudsman


of bad administration in the EU is:                        
b. 
the Secretary-General 



c.
the President

7.
The Presidency of the Council of the EU rotates 
a.
year 


between the Member States every:    
b.
2 years



c.
6 months

8.
The current Presidency is with:
a.
France



b. 
The UK 



c.  Italy
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Task sheet 1
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The European flag is the symbol of the European Union and Europe’s unity and identity. The circle of gold stars represents solidarity and harmony between the peoples of Europe.

The number of stars is not the same as the number of Member States. There are 12 stars because the number 12 is traditionally the symbol of perfection, completeness and unity, so the flag has not changed although new countries have joined.

First find the countries on the wall map and put a flag pin on them. Then match the 25 countries in the EU with the dates when they joined – some countries will have the same date:

Countries
Dates

Austria

Belgium


Cyprus

Czech Republic


Denmark
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Estonia


Finland


France


Germany


Greece


Hungary

Ireland

Italy

Latvia

Lithuania

Luxembourg

Malta

Netherlands

Poland

Portugal

Slovak Republic

Slovenia

Spain

Sweden





United Kingdom
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Austria
Greece
Portugal

Belgium
Hungary
Slovakia

Cyprus
Ireland
Slovenia

Czech Republic
Italy
Spain

Denmark
Latvia
Sweden

Estonia
Lithuania
The Netherlands

Finland
Luxembourg
United Kingdom

France
Malta

Germany


        Poland


Task sheet 2

The UK and the European Union

Overseas trade has been very important to Britain’s economy for hundreds of years.  During the Industrial Revolution, Britain developed into an international trading centre.  There was so much trade that it had a fleet of ships which was bigger than the rest of the world’s put together.  Today, the UK is part of the world’s largest trading bloc, the European Union (EU).

In the past, the UK’s trade was with the countries that made up the Commonwealth.  Since joining the EU, the UK has traded less with these old partners because it must use other European countries.

The UK’s decision to join the European Community in 1973 was mainly for political reasons. The UK wanted to become part of Europe and to have more contact with European countries. It was also useful to be a member for economic reasons. The UK is an island and depends a lot on trade with other countries for raw materials and food not found in the UK. The Single European Market of the EU gives UK companies a market of over 350 million customers.  A wide range of goods can be imported, which gives UK customers lots of choice, and the free trade and duty-free arrangements with EU member countries makes trading simple.  Nearly half of the UK’s trade is with the rest of the European Union.

Read the text and complete this table:

	The UK has been a member since:



	

	Main reason for joining:



	

	Other reasons for joining:


	

	Advantages of membership:


	

	The UK’s main trading partners now:


	



Question sheet

1.
Why did the modern Commonwealth start to develop?


a)
Because the British Empire started to break up.


b)
Because the British Empire became larger.


c)
Because the British Empire did not exist.

2.
When did the nations become the ‘British Commonwealth of


Nations’?


a)
1918


b)
1931


c)
1947

3.
What caused the Commonwealth to grow in the 1950s and 1960s?


a)
Many European countries joined.


b)
Former British colonies gained their independence and joined.


c)
The United States of America joined.

4.
When was the Commonwealth Secretariat in London established?


a)
1960


b)
1957


c)
1965

5.
As Head of the Commonwealth, how much real power does the


Queen have?


a)
Very little.


b)
A lot.


c)
Some.

Reading text

1 
The Commonwealth is a unique family of 53 nations around the world. It is a voluntary association of independent states which have many different religions, races, languages and cultures.

2 
The modern Commonwealth began in the nineteenth century when the British Empire began to disintegrate. In 1867, Canada became the first colony to be transformed into a self-governing ‘Dominion’. Other parts of the Empire became Dominions too: Australia (1900), New Zealand (1907), South Africa (1910) and the Irish Free State (1921).

3 
After the end of World War I (1914–1918), there were more changes. By 1931, the Dominions had become independent nations within the British Empire, equal in status and united by their allegiance to the Crown. They were known as the British Commonwealth of Nations.

4 
Further changes occurred after India and Pakistan gained independence in 1947: the word ‘British’ was dropped from its name, allegiance to the Crown was removed from the statute and, as more former colonies gained independence in the next two decades, they became members of the Commonwealth. This greatly increased the diversity and variety of the Commonwealth.

5 
In 1965, the leaders of the Commonwealth established the Commonwealth Secretariat in London, headed by a Secretary-General. The Commonwealth has no constitution or charter, but meetings are held every two years for the Commonwealth Heads of Government. 

6 
The Queen is Head of the Commonwealth and, although she has little real power, she is recognised as the “symbol of their free association”. She attends the Commonwealth summits and the Commonwealth Games, which are held every four years. Today, the Commonwealth is committed to racial equality and national sovereignty. It promotes democracy, good government, human rights and economic and social development.


Look at the text again and choose the correct meaning of the following words:

Paragraph 1: ‘unique’
a) Being the only one of its type.      b) Special.      c) Very large.

Paragraph 2: ‘to be transformed’
a) To be improved.      b) To be made worse.      c) To be changed.

Paragraph 3: ‘allegiance’

a) Belief.      b) Loyalty, faith and support.       c) Concern and interest. 

Paragraph 4: ‘statute’
a) List.      b) Book.      c) Law.

Paragraph 4: ‘diversity’
a) Differences.      b) Size.      c) Quantity.





* CHOGM = Commonwealth Heads of Government






 

  















The Commonwealth – Task sheet

Read the information about the Commonwealth and answer the questions.


Question
Answer


1.
What year was the 



Commonwealth founded?




2.
How many countries are there in 


the Commonwealth today?




3.
List three countries that are members 
1.


of the Commonwealth.




2.



3.


4.
List two principles that the 
1.


Commonwealth promotes.




2.


5. 
Who is the leader of the 


Commonwealth?




6. 
What happens every four years?




7. 
What country does the current 


Secretary-General come from?




8. 
How many people are in the 


Commonwealth today?




9. 
What happens if a country does 


not follow Commonwealth 


principles?




10.
Does the Commonwealth have a 


constitution or charter?


The Gambia





Fiji Islands





Dominica





Cyprus





Canada





Cameroon





Brunei Darussalam





Botswana





Belize





Barbados





Bangladesh





The Bahamas





Australia





Antigua and Barbuda
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History of the Commonwealth





What does the Commonwealth do?


It promotes:


democracy;


good government;


human rights;


economic development;


racial equality;


national sovereignty;


economic and social development;


the reduction of poverty.





The Commonwealth can take action against members who do not follow Commonwealth principles, for example economic sanctions and suspending their membership.





Facts


Founded:	1931


Members:	53 states


Headquarters (Secretariat):	Marlborough House, London


Population:	1.8 billion (30 per cent of world population)


Leader:	Queen Elizabeth II


Secretary-General:	Donald McKinnon (from New Zealand)


Constitution or Charter:	No


Frequency of CHOGM* meetings:	Every two years


Commonwealth Games:	Held every four years





What is the Commonwealth?


Formerly known as the British Commonwealth of Nations, the Commonwealth is a voluntary association of former British colonies, dependencies and other territories – plus Mozambique, which has no historical links with Britain.
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History of the Commonwealth
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The European Union: Flags and countries
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The European Union: Flags and countries
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History of the Commonwealth





2004





1995





1986





1981





1973





1957
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The European Union: Flags and countries
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The United Nations, the Commonwealth 


and the European Union: Quiz





Ghana





Grenada





Guyana





India





St Lucia





St Kitts and Nevis





Papua New Guinea





Pakistan





Nigeria





New Zealand





Nauru





Namibia





Mozambique





Mauritius





Malta





Maldives





Malaysia





Malawi





Lesotho





Kiribati





Kenya





Jamaica





5.4





Zambia





Vanuatu





United Republic of Tanzania





United Kingdom





Uganda





Tuvalu





Trinidad and Tobago





Tonga





Swaziland





Sri Lanka





South Africa





Solomon Islands





Singapore





Sierra Leone





Seychelles





Samoa





St Vincent and the Grenadines





History of the Commonwealth
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